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Keeping 

W elcome to Issue 44 of Back 
To Prabhupada (BTP). 
Devotees have praised the 
IRM on numerous occasions 
(as reflected in the many thou- 
sands of letters we have received) 
for the many important servic- 
es that they say the IRM has ren- 
dered to them. Chief of these has 
been enabling devotees to con- 
nect with the bona fide spiritu- 
al master, SrTla Prabhupada. Oth- 
ers have also told us how due to 
our work they have been inspired 
to improve their spiritual practic- 
es with renewed vigour, having 
had their hope and devotion re- 
vived. While others have simply 
thanked us for saving them from 
a fate worse than death — ruining 
both this life and the next — by 
preventing them from surrender- 
ing their lives to cheaters, whom 
they would have been following 
to hell: 

"[...] anyone, if he is a pure 
devotee he can deliver others, 
he can become spiritual mas- 
ter. But unless he on that plat- 
form he should not attempt it. 
Then both of them will to go to 
hell, like blind men leading the 
blind." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 14/12/72) 

These are just some examples 
that devotees have given of how 
the IRM has personally helped 
them. 

However, I wish to address 
another result of the IRM's work, 
which is probably just as impor- 
tant as the services mentioned 
above. 


Currently, there appears to be 
a very troubling paradox regard- 
ing those supposedly practising 
Krsna consciousness. Through 
observing the "senior" devotees 
in ISKCON, others are seeing that 
it seems like the more one prac- 
tises Krsna consciousness, the less 
one advances. Thus, those who 
have supposedly been chanting, 
attending the programs, and per- 
forming service the longest — the 
leaders — are also the ones who 
seem to go on to display the least 
amount of progress. These lead- 
ers end up routinely engaging in 
behaviour that is worse than that 
displayed by the normal non-dev- 
otee — paedophilia, running off 
with money and women, lying, 
cheating, and so on. As GBC mem- 
ber and ISKCON guru HH Sivarama 
Swami remarked following the 
behaviour of senior ISKCON lead- 
er Balabhadra Dasa: 

"[...] devotees are often a lit- 
tle stumped thinking, 'well, if 
someone who has been prac- 
tising Krsna consciousness for 
such a long time can become so 
misled then what of me?'" 
(Sivarama Swami Podcast, 27/9/07) 

Such a situation, where it ap- 
pears that the more one follows a 
path, the worse the result, has led 
some to conclude that this must 
mean that it is the process itself 
which does not work. They there- 
fore lose faith in Krsna conscious- 
ness and give it up altogether. 

However, by explaining the 
actual path of Krsna conscious- 
ness, and how those who are sup- 


posed to be the most advanced, 
are actually some of the biggest 
deviants , the IRM is able to dem- 
onstrate that it cannot be the 
practice of Krsna consciousness 
that is at fault, because these lead- 
ers were not practising Krsna con- 
sciousness to begin with. Rath- 
er, we prove that they are actually 
trying to misuse Krsna conscious- 
ness for personal self-aggrandise- 
ment. Indeed, we show that such 
leaders" do not even know the ba- 
sic philosophy of Krsna conscious- 
ness, let alone practise it correctly. 
For example, see pages 1 4 and 1 5 
of this issue, as well as the "ABCs" 
series in previous issues. 

Hence, in this case, pointing 
out the various deviations, which 
seems a "negative" thing to do, ac- 
tually becomes the most positive, 
because it separates the perfect 
process of Krsna consciousness 
from the deviant practitioner . 
This in turn keeps the faith of dev- 
otees in Krsna consciousness alive, 
and hence they do not then lose 
all hope and give up chanting and 
believing in Krsna altogether. 

Therefore, rather than being 
"negative", BTP is actually essential 
reading for all devotees, because 
it shows that any problems expe- 
rienced by those supposedly prac- 
tising Krsna consciousness are al- 
ways the fault of the practitioner, 
and that the process. Krsna and 
Srila Prabhupada are actually 
perfect . 

Thank you and Hare Krsna. 

In SrTla Prabhupada' service, 

Krishnakant 


IRM Mission Statement 

S ince the physical departure of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami SrTla Prabhupada from our ma- 
terial vision on November 14, 1977, the International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON), the 
great movement that he single-handedly founded in 1 966, and which is the only hope for humanity, has un- 
dergone a massive deterioration in its spiritual purity. This has been due to various deviations from the instruc- 
tions and standards given by SrTla Prabhupada, the chief of which being his displacement as the sole diksa 
guru for ISKCON. The ISKCON Revival Movement (IRM) seeks to restore ISKCON to its former glory, purity and 
philosophical chastity through the re-institution of all the instructions and standards that SrTla Prabhupada 
gave, beginning with his role as the sole authority and diksa guru for ISKCON. The IRM's position is set out in 
The Final Order — see back page to order your free copy. 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Kt-sna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Founder-Tcarya Means Founder and Acarya 


T he previous issue of BTP 
came along with an historic 
book that detailed how the GBC 
has issued a foundational doc- 
ument that ends up establish- 
ing that due to his exclusive po- 
sition as the Founder-Acdrya of 
ISKCOY SrTla Prabhupada alone 
wi remain the Acarya and diksa 
guru for ISKCON. However, one of 
the committee members who is- 
sued this GBC foundational doc- 
ument HH Hridayananda Dasa 
Goswami ("HD"), has tried to ar- 
gue that this still does not prevent 
hi™ from also having the Acarya ti- 
tle in ISKCON! We deconstruct this 
fbo&sh argument below, with the 
3~::e5 ~ :~r spaced boxes taken 
from a posting on HD's personal 
“Istagosthr website dated 1 9/4/14. 

Founder -Acarya title 

HD correctly states that SrTla 
Prabhupada alone has the posi- 
tion o* Found er-Acarya in ISKCON: 

'Further, Prabhupada's own pre- 
ferred and exclusive title is Found- 
er-Acarya. In his recent GBC-au- 
thorized book on SrTla Prabhu- 
pada RavTndra Svarupa Prabhu 
pro. des elaborate historical evi- 
dence for this. In one of many ex- 
amples, SrTla Prabhupada wrote 
a etter to an Indian government 
official, 20.4.71 :'Let me introduce 
myself as the Founder -Acarya 
of the International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness."' 

However, as we have proven, 
the Founder- Acarya title is sim- 
ply a shortened version of the 
"Founder and Acarya" title: 

"A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Founder and Acarya, of Interna- 
tional Society for Krishna Con- 
sciousness." 

(SrTla Prabhupada Letter, 21/4/74) 
"So the account should be 
opened and checks should be 
drawn out by two signatures. 
One of the signatures must 
be mine and the other names 
should also be registered: Jaya- 
pataka Swami, Acyutananda 


Swami and Madhudvisa Swami 
(Founder and Acarya, President, 
Secretary and Treasurer respec- 
tively.) These four names should 
be registered." 

(SrTla Prabhupada Letter, 27/11/70) 

"[...] which country I am 
registered immigrant as Found- 
er and Acharya of the Interna- 
tional Society for Krishna Con- 
sciousness, Incorporated." 

(A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Mayapur- 
Vrindaban Trust Fund Agreement, 
MVTF Agreement July, 1971) 

And, just to establish that 
there is indeed no dispute over 
this fact, during SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's physical presence, SrTla 
Prabhupada was also referred to 
as the "Founder and Acarya" of 
ISKCON repeatedly in ISKCON's 
official Back To Godhead maga- 
zine (issue nos., 32, 42, 68 and 1 2- 
07). Even the foreword by the BBT 
trustees to the current "revised" 
edition of Sri Caitanya-caritamr- 
ta states that SrTla Prabhupada is 
the "Founder and Acarya". So, at 
least on the issue of the"Founder- 
Acarya" title, there can be no dis- 
pute that the "Founder-Acdrya" ti- 
tle means, and is a shortened form 
of, "Founder and Acarya". 

Acarya means diksa guru 

HD also correctly accepts that 
" Acarya " means diksa guru, by first 
providing the same quote from 
the GBC foundational document 
that we had highlighted in our 
book explaining the document: 
"CC Adi 1.46. Prabhupada states 
there in his purport, The spiritu- 
al master is also called acarya, or 
a transcendental professor of spir- 
itual science. The Manu-samhita 
(2.140) explains the duties of an 
acarya, describing that a bona fide 
spiritual master accepts charge of 
disciples, teaches them the Ve- 
dic knowledge with all its intri- 
cacies, and gives them their sec- 
ond birth. ..The bona fide spirit- 
ual master always engages in un- 
alloyed devotional service to the 


Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
By this test he is known to be a di- 
rect manifestation of the Lord and 
a genuine representative of SrT Ni- 
tyananda Prabhu. Such a spiritu- 
al master is known as acaryadeva. 
(CC, Adi 1:46)'." 

and then referring to this 
quote as stating that an Acarya 
means diksa guru to claim that 
because he is a diksa guru, he can 
therefore be called " Acaryadeva ": 
"[...] because the GBC voted that 
I should serve Prabhupada as a 
bona fide guru, I took Prabhu- 
pada's statements above as a clear 
instruction and thus I began using 
the nam e' Acaryadeva'" 

HD defeats himself 

Thus, HD reasons: 

1 . SrTla Prabhupada is the exclu- 
sive Founder- Acarya of ISKCON. 

2. The diksa guru is called Acarya . 
3. 1 am a diksa guru, therefore I 
can be called Acaryadeva. 

However, HD is easily defeated 
by his own reasoning above, when 
we simply expand the meaning of 
the "Founder -Acarya" title: 

1. SrTla Prabhupada is the ex- 
clusive Founder and Acarya of 
ISKCON. 

2. The diksa guru is called Acarya. 

3. Therefore, SrTla Prabhupada 
is the exclusive diksa guru of 
ISKCON. 

4. Therefore, no one else can 
be a diksa guru, or Acarya, in 
ISKCON. 

Guru hoax admission 

As a side issue, we can note 
that HD has admitted that his 
diksa guru position in ISKCON 
came about solely due to the 
GBC's vote, and not due to any or- 
der from SrTla Prabhupada: 

"In the 1978 Mayapur GBC meet- 
ing, the GBC authorized 1 1 lead- 
ers, including myself, to begin in- 
itiating disciples in ISKCON [...] 
because the GBC voted that I 
should serve Prabhupada as a 
bona fide guru". 



This admission completely 
vindicates the IRM's position re- 
garding the Great Guru Hoax Part 
1 — that SrTla Prabhupada never 
authorised the 1 1 rtviks he select- 
ed to remain anything other than 
rtviks. Rather, it was the GBC that 
decided on its own initiative to 
turn them into diksa gurus, as ad- 
mitted above. Further, this admis- 
sion also reveals as a lie, the fol- 
lowing GBC resolution, which still 
stands unchanged to this day: 
"[...] for 1 978, no new Spirit- 
ual Masters shall be appointed 
other than the 11 selected by 
SrTla Prabhupada." 

(GBC Resolution No.16, 19/3/78) 

A lie that continues to be re- 
peated by ISKCON leaders such as 
GBC and guru HH Sivarama Swami: 
"SrTla Prabhupada himself 
chose 1 1 devotees to act as spir- 
itual masters, and then he told 
the devotees present that the 
GBC can then later decide who 
else to add to act in that capac- 
ity". 

(Sivarama Swami Podcast, 6/6/1 3) 

Conclusion 

ISKCON's leadership's clear ac- 
ceptance of SrTla Prabhupada's 
exclusive position as ISKCON's 
Found er-Acarya, and its explana* 
tion for the meaning of this term, 
continues to be "the gift that 
keeps on giving"! For it allows us 
to continually refute any and all 
attempts by those very same per- 
sons to claim that they are diksa 
guru successors to SrTla Prabhu- 
pada. 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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The Current Link: Definition 


O ver this page and the next, 
we will analyse in detail a 
concept that is crucial to how we 
practise our spiritual life. This is the 
concept of the "current link" which, 
as we shall see, dictates not only 
whom we accept as spiritual mas- 
ter, but also how we receive and 
understand spiritual knowledge. 
The GBC has casually asserted 
from the outset that the "current 
link" in the disciplic succession au- 
tomatically must mean one who is 
"current" in the physical sense: 
"Srila Prabhupada is alive 
for countless generations 7 by 
his instructions, but he will be 
followed by successive links in 
the disciplic succession, who in 
their lifetime will be the current 
links" 

(ISKCON Journal, 1990, GBC Execu- 
tive Committee) 

But is this material definition 
of"current"applicable for the spir- 
itual concept of"current link"? 

Bhagavatam in ISKCON 

In order to understand what 
"current link" means, we first need 
to understand something that is 
actually undisputed in ISKCON. 
And that is how the message 
of the Srimad-Bhagavatam is 
meant to be received throughout 
ISKCON. Srila Prabhupada gave 
a standardised system by which 
the message of the Srimad-Bha- 
gavatam was to be disseminat- 
ed throughout ISKCON (empha- 
ses added): 

"As far as studying my books 
is concerned, I have already giv- 
en the order. One hour in the 
morning class and one hour in 
the evening" 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 14/2/73) 
"[...] the process is that we 
are going through some chap- 
ters of Srimad-Bhagavatam by 
taking one sloka each day, [...] 
And then we discuss the sub- 
ject matter very minutely and 
inspect it from all angles of ap- 
proach and savor the new under- 


standings. So you introduce this 
system in all of the centers in 
your zone, and you will discov- 
er that everyone becomes very 
much enlivened by these daily 
classes. Read one sloka and dis- 
cuss and then go on to the next 
sloka on the next day, and so on, 
and even you discuss one verse 
each day it will take you 50 years 
to finish Srimad-Bhagavatam in 
this way ." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 16/6/72) 

"So first thing is to instruct 
all of your temple presidents 
and the other devotees to read 
daily, just as we have done in 
our morning class in Los Ange- 
les. You may remember that we 
were reading one sloka each 
morning in Sanskrit and recit- 
ing it altogether and then dis- 
cussing it thoroughly by seeing 
different new things ." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 16/6/72) 

The key points are: 

1) The Srimad-Bhagavatam 
is to be understood by all devo- 
tees in ISKCON by studying Srila 
Prabhupada's Srimad-Bhagavatam. 

2) This is done via daily read- 
ings, where Srila Prabhupada's Sri- 
mad-Bhagavatam is read, studied 
and discussed by all the devotees 
together. 

Thus, it is clear that the mes- 
sage of the Srimad-Bhagavatam 
is to be received in ISKCON direct- 
ly from Srila Prabhupada, by dev- 
otees reading and discussing the 
translations and purports given 
in his Srimad-Bhagavatam. These 
points are made clear by the parts 
underlined in the quotes above, 
and, indeed, this system general- 
ly continues even today in every 
ISKCON temple in the world. 

Current link 

Thus, there is no dispute over 
the message of the Srimad-Bha- 
gavatam always being received 
directly from Srila Prabhupada, 
by directly reading his transla- 
tions and purports in his Srimad- 


Bhagavatam, and then studying 
and discussing the same. Now, we 
can move on to the "current link" 
concept. The phrase "current link" 
is only ever mentioned by Srila 
Prabhupada once, as follows: 

"As already stated, Brahma 
is the original spiritual master 
for the universe, and since he 
was initiated by the Lord Him- 
self, the message of Srimad- 
Bhagavatam is coming down by 
disciplic succession, and in or- 
der to receive the real message 
of Srimad-Bhagavatam one 
should approach the current 
link, or spiritual master, in the 
chain of disciplic succession. Af- 
ter being initiated by the proper 
spiritual master in that chain of 
succession, one should engage 
himself in the discharge of ta- 
pasya in the execution of devo- 
tional service." 

[SB, 2.9.7) 

This states that: 

a) The current link in the 
disciplic succession should be ap- 
proached to receive the message 
of the Srimad-Bhagavatam. 

b) One should then become 
initiated by this spiritual master in 
the chain of disciplic succession 
and engage oneself in the execu- 
tion of devotional service. 

The proof 

Combining the undisputed 
conclusions from the last two sec- 
tions, we arrive at the following 
conclusions: 

1) The current link in the 
disciplic succession is the person 
from whom one should take ini- 
tiation, i.e. the current link is the 
diksa guru. 

2) The current link in the 
disciplic succession is the person 
from whom one will be receiving 
the message of the Srimad-Bhaga- 
vatam. 

3) The message of the Sri- 
mad-Bhagavatam will always be 
received in ISKCON from Srila 
Prabhupada. 


Hence, Srila Prabhupada will 
be ISKCON's current link and diksa 
guru for as long as ISKCON exists. 
Thus, Srila Prabhupada, by — 

a) formally establishing a sys- 
tem for all ISKCON members to al- 
ways receive the message of the 
Srimad-Bhagavatam via his Sri- 
mad-Bhagavatam ; 

b) then stating within that 
same Srimad-Bhagavatam that 
the message of the Srimad-Bha- 
gavatam will be received from the 
current link; 

— was taking steps to institu- 
tionally establish that he would be 
the current link and diksa guru for 
ISKCON's lifetime. 

Indeed, just to make it even 
clearer that for ISKCON's lifetime 
the message of the Srimad-Bha- 
gavatam will always be received 
directly only from Srila Prabhu- 
pada's Srimad-Bhagavatam, the 
GBC has stated: 

"b. Srila Prabhupada's in- 
structions are the essential 
teachings for every ISKCON dev- 
otee. 

c. Srila Prabhupada's books 
are the embodiment of his 
teachings and should be accept- 
ed as the standard by all future 
generations of ISKCON." 

(GBC Resolution 35, 1994) 

This resolution was passed to 
emphasise that Srila Prabhupada 
is only the "siksa" guru. But, here 
is yet another case of the GBC try- 
ing to relegate Srila Prabhupada 
to only" siksa guru" status back-fir- 
ing on them, since this resolution 
actually proves that Srila Prabhu- 
pada is the current link, and, 
therefore, diksa guru for "all future 
generations of ISKCON"! 

Conclusion 

Via all future generations of 
ISKCON continuing to receive the 
message of the Srimad-Bhagav- 
atam directly from Srila Prabhu- 
pada, Srila Prabhupada is firmly 
established as the current link and 
diksa guru for ISKCON's lifetime. 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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The Current Link: Implications 



Srlla Prabhupada: ISKCON's current link and diksa guru 


H aving established that Srlla 
Prabhupada is the 'current 
link' in the chain of disciplic suc- 
cession, we can now examine the 
Implications of this significant 
find ~g in the light of the teach- 
' : ' r : - : n g t he oa ram para. 

Jumping over 

"So if you want to under- 
stand Bhagavad-gita, then we 
must understand in the same 
way as the person who direct- 
ly heard from. This is called par- 
ampara system. Suppose I have 
heard something from my spir- 
itual master, so I speak to you 
the same thing. So this is par- 
ampara system. You cannot im- 
agine what my spiritual master 
said. Or even if you read some 
books, you cannot understand 
unless you understand it from 
me. This is called parampara 
s stem, You cannot jump over 
to the superior guru, neglecting 
the next acarya, immediate next 
acarya 7 

Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 8/12/73) 
'This is parampara sys- 
tem. You cannot jump over. You 
must go through the param- 
para system. You have to ap- 
proach through your spiritu- 
al master to the Gosvamis, and 
through the Gosvamis you will 
have to approach Sri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu, and through Sri 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu you have 
to approach Krsna. This is the 
way." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 28/3/75) 
"We cannot jump over the 
highest authority directly. That 
is not possible. That is not the 
etiquette or rules, regulations 
we have to go. [...] So in or- 
der to become Krsna's servant, 
we have to become the serv- 
ant of the servant of Krsna. So, 
my Guru Maharaja is servant of 
Krsna, his guru, his guru is serv- 
ant of Krsna, his guru is serv- 
ant of Krsna. I am also servant 
of Krsna, but I have to approach 


through the other servants, not 
directly. That is not possible. 
Krsna will not accept that ser- 
vice" 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 8/1/73) 
"Anyone strictly following 
the instruction of the guru is 
following Nityananda. [...] You 
should approach Nityananda 
Prabhu through your Spiritual 
Master" 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 24/10/76) 
"We should not try to ap- 
proach directly Krsna. [...] So 
you have to serve your immedi- 
ate master, dasa-dasanudasah, 
servant of the Supreme Lord. If 
you want to jump over the origi- 
nal master, that is not good." 
(Room Conversation, 16/3/74) 

Some of the quotes above 
were used in the GBC's ISKCON 
Journal mentioned in the previ- 
ous article to argue that one can- 
not jump over their gurus to ap- 
proach Srlla Prabhupada directly! 
Similarly, it is falsely argued that if 
one could approach Srlla Prabhu- 
pada directly, why can one not ap- 
proach SrTla Rupa Goswami direct- 
ly? Having now established Srlla 
Prabhupada as the current link in 
the parampara, it is Srila Prabhu- 
pada whom we must directly ap- 
proach, and Srlla Prabhupada 
whom we should not jump over. 
And the GBC's guru hoax is, in- 
deed, exposed as being a hoax! 

Secret of success 

"Just like in office, you do 
not see the proprietor, but your 
immediate officer, if you can 
please, then you get promo- 
tion, increment, so many things. 
Similarly, Krsna sends His rep- 
resentative. Acaryarh mam vi- 
janiyan navamanyeta karhic- 
it. So, so pleasing the acarya 
means pleasing Krsna." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 30/10/72) 
"If a student tries to satis- 
fy his immediate Acarya or the 
Spiritual Master, that is the only 
qualification for advancing in 


Krsna consciousness." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 17/6/70) 

"Your immediate boss, rep- 
resentative of Krsna, he is to 
be satisfied. Yasya prasadad 
bhagavat-prasado yasya. There- 
fore the guidance of spiritual 
master is required." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 3/11/73) 

"If spiritual master, acarya, 
is pleased, then you should 
know that Krsna is also pleased. 
You should know through. This 
is not very difficult. Just like you 
are working in office. If your im- 
mediate officer, boss, is pleased, 
that means the proprietor of 
the firm, he's also pleased. Al- 
though you do not see him. This 
is fact. Your immediate boss, if 
he's pleased. So similarly, we, 
our business, this spiritual line, 
is guru-krsna-krpa. We have to 
first receive the merciful ben- 
ediction from the acarya, and 
then Krsna will be pleased and 
He'll also give His blessings" 
(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 3/9/71) 

Since Srlla Prabhupada is 
the current, immediate link in 
the chain of the disciplic succes- 
sion, the secret of success in spir- 
itual life, in pleasing Krsna, is to 
first only and directly please Srlla 
Prabhupada. 

POP 

Paramaharhsa: "Practical- 
ly speaking, Srlla Prabhupada, 
you are giving us the essence of 
all the previous acaryas' books in 
your books." 

Prabhupada: "Yes. Yes." 
(Morning Walk, 13/5/75) 


"The immediate spiritu- 
al master is the representative 
of Narada Muni; there is no dif- 
ference between the instruc- 
tions of Narada Muni and those 
of the present spiritual master. 
Both Narada Muni and the pre- 
sent spiritual master speak the 
same teachings of Krsna [...]" 
(SB, 6.5.22) 

"Similarly, in the Katha 
Upanisad it is said that "in or- 
der to learn the transcenden- 
tal science, one has to approach 
the Spiritual Master/'This spirit- 
ual master means one who has 
heard correctly from his Spiritu- 
al Master. In this way, ultimate- 
ly it goes to Krishna, the Su- 
preme Spiritual Master. There is 
no possibility of understanding 
the Vedic knowledge without 
this descending process." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 28/2/69) 

And, establishing SrTla Prabhu- 
pada as the current link helps ce- 
ment the POP (Prabhupada-Only 
Paradigm) established in previous 
BTP issues, which states that we 
must understand everything only 
through SrTla Prabhupada's words. 

Conclusion 

Understanding that SrTla Prab- 
hupada will always be ISKCON's 

current link in the parampara is 

• 

key to practising, and achieving, 
success in spiritual life. Otherwise, 
we will be deviated into following 
other persons, and other teach- 
ings, rather than always only stay- 
ing at the lotus feet of, and un- 
derstanding everything directly 
from, SrTla Prabhupada. 


: .! please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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GBC’s War Against Srila Prabhupada Continues 


S uperficially, within ISKCON 
there appears to be a dispute 
over the nature of the spiritual 
master: 

a) Since 1978, ISKCON has 
claimed that the spiritual master 
needs to be physically present, 
and therefore Srila Prabhupada 
cannot fulfil this role. Instead, one 
must seek out one of the "living" 
(physically present) gurus offered 
by ISKCON. 

b) In contrast, the IRM states 
that Srila Prabhupada is "living", 
whether or not he is physically pre- 
sent, and therefore he continues 
to fulfil the same role as ISKCON's 
spiritual master that he performed 
when he was physically present. 

However, such a dispute can 
only genuinely arise if ISKCON ac- 
tually believes in the "physically 
present"guru philosophy it claims 
to be presenting. But, as we shall 
now demonstrate, ISKCON does 
not itself actually follow or believe 
in this philosophy! Rather, they 
have invented it only to apply in 
the case of Srila Prabhupada, due 
to their desire to occupy his posi- 
tion as ISKCON's diksa guru. Thus, 
the real issue is not that ISKCON's 
leaders hold a contrary philosoph- 
ical position to the IRM — it's that 
they simply hold a contrary per- 
sonal desire, being motivated by 
the need for PAD (Profit, Adora- 
tion and Distinction). 

A teacherless teacher 

In response to a question 
about his position as an "initiating 
teacher", ISKCON guru and GBC 
member, HH Bhakti Charu Swa- 

mi ("BCS") states: 

"Okay, you see initiation is 
the process through which we 
pass the informations, the spir- 
itual knowledge to the candi- 
date or to the disciple. It's a pro- 
cess of, you know, teaching, ed- 
ucation. [...] So that is the basic 
of initiation. [...] initiation is the 
prerequisite, the primary con- 
sideration for getting admis- 


sion into the institution. Like, as 
you are saying like knowledge is 
available, so why can'[t] we get 
it from the books, or from the 
internet and so forth? [...] No, 
the books are not enough. To 
reveal the books, we need the 
teachers. So these are the two 
things, you know, must go hand 
in hand. Like the books must be 
there and the teachers must be 
there to reveal the books." 

(BCS, Question & Answer Session, 
posted 27/3/14) 

Thus, BCS claims that a phys- 
ically present initiating teacher, 
such as himself, is required in or- 
der to explain the books. Howev- 
er, BCS himself does not follow or 
accept the idea that one requires 
a physically present diksa guru to 
act as a teacher, because he has 
had no such teacher teaching him 
the books for the last 37 years. Nor 
did his diksa guru, Srila Prabhu- 
pada, personally teach him all the 
books in the less than one year 
that Srila Prabhupada was phys- 
ically present after meeting him. 
Thus, according to BCS: 

1. You must have a physically 
present diksa guru teacher in or- 
der to understand the books. 

2. That teacher is someone 
who did not have a physically 
present diksa guru teacher from 
whom he understood the books. 

3. So you must understand 
the books from a physical teacher 
who himself has not understood 
the books from such a teacher! 

What makes this position even 
more contradictory is that BCS 
also claims that Srila Prabhupada 
is the person who "trains" every- 
one: 

"Yes, Prabhupada is the 
guru as the siksa guru. [...] But 
siksa guru is the person who is 
training us in spiritual life." 

(BCS Lecture, 7/4/14) 

Hence, BCS is promoting the 
following self-defeating contra- 
dictory position: 

1 . He, rather than Srila Prabhu- 


pada, is needed because you must 
have a physically present diksa 
guru teacher in order to under- 
stand the books. 

2. However, he himself did 
not need such a physically pre- 
sent teacher. 

3. Srila Prabhupada is the 
teacher (trainer) for everyone. 

And all because BCS is desper- 
ate to somehow justify his posi- 
tion as a successor diksa guru to 
Srila Prabhupada. 

One-on-one master 

The March/April 2014 issue of 
Back To Godhead, ISKCON's offi- 
cial magazine, carried the follow- 
ing reader's letter: 

"I am a devotee starting off 
with ISKCON and would like to 
know from an experienced dev- 
otee of Sri Krsna how to ob- 
tain a special one-on-one Hare 
Krsna master, since His Divine 
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swa- 
mi Prabhupada has passed on." 

Back To Godhead first replied: 

"When beginning Krsna 
consciousness within ISKCON, 
it is best to develop a relation- 
ship with Srila Prabhupada. Al- 
though he is not physically pre- 
sent, he is available in his teach- 
ings, books, recorded classes, 
videos, etc. [...] Begin to prac- 
tice Krsna consciousness ac- 
cording to Srila Prabhupada's 
instructions [...] By reading, 
hearing, associating, and fol- 
lowing his instructions, you will 
develop a relationship with Srila 
Prabhupada." 

However, they then said: 

"Once that is clear and 
strong, then you can consider 
who you will have as a person- 
al master. There are many qual- 
ified devotees who can assist in 
this way. You can begin by hear- 
ing their classes [...] and when- 
ever possible meeting them 
in person. Eventually you will 
find someone whose words 
and example enliven you and 



Srila Prabhupada: 

Everyone's special one-on-one 
master and teacher 


strengthen you in your spiritu- 
al practices. It is best to be pa- 
tient and take time to carefully 
search for this person." 

However, many of Back To 
Godhead's editorial staff are them- 
selves disciples of Srila Prabhu- 
pada, and did not feel the need 
to search for a "special one-on- 
one Hare Krsna master" just be- 
cause "His Divine Grace A.C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu- 
pada has passed on." Rather, as 
they state in the first part of their 
answer above, Srila Prabhupada 
is still "available", and one can 
thereby both "associate" and de- 
velop a "clear and strong rela- 
tionship" with him, which is suffi- 
cient for them. Thus, they actual- 
ly believe and practise that Srila 
Prabhupada alone is capable of al- 
ways being that "special one-on- 
one Hare Krsna master", regardless 
of his physical presence. But, in or- 
der to support the right to usurp 
Srila Prabhupada's position with 
guru successors, they will pro- 
mote this physically present "one- 
on-one special Hare Krsna master" 
philosophy for others. 

Conclusion 

In the last issue, we urged that 
the GBC give up the "war" against 
accepting Srila Prabhupada as 
ISKCON's diksa guru ("No Need for 
War Against Srila Prabhupada"). 
Part of this war involves making 
up ludicrous philosophies that 
they themselves do not believe in 
or follow, simply to justify usurp- 
ing Srila Prabhupada's position. 
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Nectar of Devotion Misused for Guru Ambition 


T he Nectar of Devotion ("NOD") 

is a summary study of SrTla 
Rupa Goswami's Bhakti-rasamrta- 
sindhu. Chapter 6 of this book 
is titled “How to Discharge De- 
votional Service" and it speaks 
about the process of surrender- 
ing to a bona fide spiritual mas- 
ter. This section has been mis- 
used by ISKCON gurus to claim 
that it sanctions diksa guru suc- 
cessors to SrTla Prabhupada. Here, 
we wi I reveal in detail what NOD 
actually states, and contrast that 
with what is claimed by those 
misusing the NOD to usurp SrTla 
Prabhupada's position. 

NOD, Chapters 6 and 7 

In Chapter 6 of NOD , there is a 
st of basic principles in regards to 
accepting a spiritual master: 

“But the basic principle of 
acceptance of a spiritual master 
is good everywhere, although 
the details may be different. Sri- 
la Rupa Gosvami does not wish 
to enter into details here, but 
wants to place before us only 
the principles. He mentions the 
basic principles as follows: 1) ac- 
cepting the shelter of the lotus 
feet of a bona fide spiritual mas- 
ter, 2) becoming initiated by the 
spiritual master and learning 
how to discharge devotional 
service from him, 3) obeying the 
orders of the spiritual master 
with faith and devotion, 4) fol- 
lowing in the footsteps of great 
acaryas (teachers) under the di- 
rection of the spiritual master, 
[...] and 10) worshiping sacred 
trees like the banyan tree." 

(NOD, Ch. 6) 

As SrTla Prabhupada notes, SrTla 
Rupa Goswami does not wish 
to provide details here, but sim- 
ply wishes to list these princi- 
ples. However, in the next chap- 
ter, SrTla Prabhupada again lists 
these same principles (though 
with slightly different wording 
for the titles, with some of them 
having been combined), but this 


time with an explanation for each 
one. For example, the fourth item 
on the list in Chapter 6, "following 
in the footsteps of great acaryas 
(teachers) under the direction 
of the spiritual master", which 
comes after "obeying the orders 
of the spiritual master with faith 
and devotion" is listed in Chapter 
7 as "To Follow in the Footsteps 
of Saintly Persons", and comes af- 
ter "To Serve the Spiritual Master 
with Faith and Confidence". And 
in Chapter 7 this principle is ex- 
plained as meaning the following: 

"In the Skanda Purana it 
is advised that a devotee fol- 
low the past acaryas and saint- 
ly persons because by such fol- 
lowing one can achieve the de- 
sired results, with no chance of 
lamenting or being baffled in 
his progress." 

Therefore, the principle of"fol- 
lowing in the footsteps of great 
acaryas (teachers)" listed in Chap- 
ter 6, refers to following the previ- 
ous acaryas. 

Guru hoax misuse 

Having seen what Chapter 6 
of NOD actually refers to, let us 
now see what is falsely claimed 
about it. Having first claimed that 
"my service as a guru is to train 
my disciples to serve Prabhu- 
pada's mission" ISKCON guru HH 
Hridayananda Dasa Goswami 
("HD"), goes on to claim: 

"In the NOD, Chapter 6, Rupa 
Goswami and Srlla Prabhupada 
make a clear distinction be- 
tween a great Acarya and a bona 
fide guru. The bona fide guru 
trains and encourages the disci- 
ples to serve the great Acarya ." 
(HD, "I st ago st hi", 8/1/14) 

HD is trying to link what NOD 
Chapter 6 states about "great 
acaryas" with his claim to be a 
bona fide diksa guru who is serv- 
ing SrTla Prabhupada. 

However, as we just saw, NOD 
only states that one's guru will 
help one follow the previous 


acaryas (great acaryas). Thus, the 
only "distinction" made is that be- 
tween the previous acaryas and 
the current guru {acarya). And 
the current acarya, current link 
and diksa guru who helps us fol- 
low the previous acaryas — as we 
have seen in the previous articles 
about the "Founder -Acarya" and 
the "current link" — is SrTla Prabhu- 
pada. So the NOD is simply stating 
that the current acarya and guru 
(SrTla Prabhupada) will help us fol- 
low the previous acaryas. 

Similarly, another ISKCON 
guru Mahatma Dasa ("MAD") 
claims on his website: 

"The Nectar of Devotion 
says that one should follow 
the acarya under the guidance 
of the spiritual master. The gu- 
ru's service, therefore, is to help 
you better understand and fol- 
low Srlla Prabhupada, ISKCON's 
founder -acarya, and to effec- 
tively serve his mission." 

MAD also tries to imply that 
NOD supports his activity as a 
successor diksa guru to SrTla 
Prabhupada. But, as we saw, 
NOD does not state that one fol- 
lows "the acarya". It simply states 
that one follows the previous 
acaryas (great acaryas) under the 
guidance of one's spiritual mas- 
ter, and this spiritual master for 
ISKCON — the current acarya, 
current link and diksa guru — is 
SrTla Prabhupada. 

Guru hoax not needed 

HD also states: 

"Prabhupada is a pure dev- 
otee who can take us all back 
to Krishna. My service as a 
guru is to train my disciples to 
serve Prabhupada's mission so 
that Prabhupada is pleased. If 
Prabhupada is pleased with my 
disciples, they will be liberat- 
ed. Very simple. During Prabhu- 
pada's presence in this world, 
somehow he was pleased with 
my service and he trusted me to 
train and engage his followers. I 



Srlla Prabhupada: We follow 
the previous acaryas through him 


continue to train and engage his 
followers." 

(HD, "Istagosthi", 8/1 /1 4) 

HD states that SrTla Prabhu- 
pada is a pure devotee who takes 
us all back to Godhead; that dur- 
ing SrTla Prabhupada's presence 
HD would train and engage SrTla 
Prabhupada's followers; and that 
he is continuing to do so. So why 
doesn't he actually simply contin- 
ue in this service, wherein, dur- 
ing SrTla Prabhupada's presence, 
he would train everyone to be- 
come SrTla Prabhupada's disciple? 
Why, instead, has he usurped SrTla 
Prabhupada's position and taken 
these disciples for himself? SrTla 
Prabhupada has not asked him to 
do this (as shown on page 3 of this 
issue), nor is it necessary, since if 
SrTla Prabhupada is a pure devo- 
tee who takes us all back to God- 
head, he can continue to do so in 
the same way today as when he 
was physically present. Thus, the 
only reason for HD changing his 
service from training devotees to 
be SrTla Prabhupada's disciples, 
to now accepting them as his 
disciples, is HD's personal desire 
to be a guru. And how can SrTla 
Prabhupada be pleased with HD 
when he was not asked by SrTla 
Prabhupada to change his service 
from disciple to usurper? , 

Conclusion 

The guru hoaxers continue 
to make false claims about SrTla 
Prabhupada's teachings. Thus, 
devotees must always verify these 
claims by reading SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's books for themselves. 
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Founder -Acarya book 

(4 1 recently received and read BTP 
43 and the 'Response to GBC 
Foundational Document' Really 
good reading. However, it is sad 
that as far as ISKCON GBC has 
come, they still will not take 
that final step and just say SrTla 
Prabhupada is ISKCON's diksa 
guru for the life of ISKCON. Things 
would be so much better for eve- 
ryone concerned if they would 
just make that the official policy. 

As always, I appreciate your 
good work. I especially appreci- 
ated the article in BTP 39 about 
what Lord Caitanya meant by giv- 
ing everyone the order to become 
guru. Thanks to you and staff for 
keeping us informed of what is re- 
ally going on in ISKCON. 

Really appreciated the depth 
and details of the articles. I can 
only imagine how many hours of 
research went into writing these 
articles. You have made every- 
thing so clear that there cannot 
possibly be any misunderstand- 
ing that SrTla Prabhupada is the 
only diksa guru for ISKCON except 
for those who are determined to 
remain illusioned. I hope your 
readership will continue to grow. 
You and staff are doing a great job. 
Hare Krishna." 

- Richard House, Oklahoma, USA 

Editor replies; 

Thank you for always reading 
our publications carefully and ap- 
preciating them. 

You are, of course, complete- 
ly correct that the GBC declar- 
ing the obvious truth about SrTla 
Prabhupada's position would be 
the sane, logical and best course 
of action for everyone. Howev- 
er, those who are motivated will 
make decisions out of self-inter- 
est Therefore, they will accord any 
status to SrTla Prabhupada as long 
as it does not conflict with their 
own position. Thus, the GBC will 
accept that SrTla Prabhupada is: 

The Acarya. The person who 
takes us back to Godhead. The 


>" 
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person who give us transcenden- 
tal knowledge. The person who is 
the predominant siksa guru. The 
person who "saves" us. The person 
who teaches and trains us. The 
person who guides us. The person 
who is a "living" guru. And so on. 

Why? Because, to the GBC, 
these descriptions do not direct- 
ly appear to be mutually exclu- 
sive with the GBC also acting as 
diksa gurus (even though, as we 
have proven, they actually are!). 
Thus, they will happily glorify SrTla 
Prabhupada to the max, apart 
from in the one way that would 
automatically rule out their own 
positions. And that is by using the 
"D word" {diksa) for SrTla Prabhu- 
pada. Because, then they auto- 
matically cannot occupy the same 
position. 

This explains why the GBC 
continues to prove unwitting- 
ly in 199 different ways that SrTla 
Prabhupada is actually ISKCON's 
diksa guru, while at the same time 
claiming that he is not! 

"Thank you for sending me the 
last two issues of BTP, and espe- 
cially the booklet about GBC Res- 
olutions 201 4. 1 was very surprised 
but happy that the GBC had taken 
this line after such a long time, i.e. 
if I have understood correctly. 

1. This resolution mentions 
about implementation by the 
centres: is it supposed to hap- 


pen straight away? There has not 
been the slightest indications at 
local level. 

2. Will ISKCON move to scrap 
their fake guru system straight 
away or is it still a long way off?" 

- Arjoon Babbea, L'Esperance, Mau- 
ritius 

Editor replies: 

In our book we have taken 
the arguments, quotes and state- 
ments the GBC have present- 
ed in their document, and used 
them to show that according to 
their own statements: Found- 
er -Acarya = diksa guru. Howev- 
er, the GBC in their document, do 
not accept this conclusion — oth- 
erwise we would not have had to 
write a whole book to explain it to 
them! Rather, they claim that the 
Founder -Acarya title means that 
SrTla Prabhupada is restricted to 
only being the siksa guru. They of- 
fer no proof or evidence for this — 
they just claim it. But, as we dem- 
onstrate, the evidence and argu- 
ments they present actually prove 
that Founder-Acarya means diksa 
guru. Thus, the GBC have no in- 
tention of changing anything. In- 
deed, they actually wrote their 
document to try to justify their 
current hoax. It's just that, as we 
have shown, they only end up 
achieving the exact opposite! 

Board members write 

"Finally, we've read everything 
which we have wanted to know 
for a long time. We already knew 
some information but not as ex- 
tensively as now — thank you for 
distributing it. We will definitely 
push ahead this topic here in No- 
vosibirsk. The information, espe- 
cially the factual history, was in- 
teresting reading. Can we some- 
how get 1 book, or better 3 cop- 
ies? The hard copy of the book is 
always better than a web page. 
Thank you in advance. 

Yours respectfully," 

- Board members of Novosibirsk 
Yatra, Rupa Raghunath Dasa and 


Madhupriya DasI, Novosibirsk, Rus- 
sia (translated from Russian) 

£rila Prabhupada's 
mission 

"It would be better if you used 
the money and energy to distrib- 
ute Prabhupada's books instead 
of this BTP magazine. That was his 
mission and the order of his Guru 
Maharaja." 

- Radharam Dasa, Queensland, Aus- 
tralia 

Editor replies: 

1) SrTla Prabhupada writes re- 
garding the "mission" of the spirit- 
ual master, as follows: 

"According to revealed scrip- 
tures, if a spiritual master can 
convert even one soul into a 
perfectly pure devotee, his mis- 
sion in life is fulfilled. Srila Bhak- 
tisiddhanta Sarasvatl Thakura 
always used to say, "Even at the 
expense of all the properties, 
temples and mathas that I have, 
if I could convert even one per- 
son into a pure devotee, my mis- 
sion would be fulfilled 
(Cc., Adi -IH a, 7.91 ) 

Thus, the spiritual master's 
mission is to convert souls into 
pure devotees. This mission, by 
definition, cannot succeed if the 
"spiritual master" does not even 
exist! And, currently, that is the 
situation in ISKCON whereby SrTla 
Prabhupada is denied the oppor- 
tunity to act as the diksa guru for 
all ISKCON members. Rather, they 
are instead directed to surren- 
der to the very persons who have 
usurped the spiritual master's po- 
sition. In such a scenario, SrTla 
Prabhupada's mission to convert 
all the members of ISKCON into 
pure devotees by acting as their 
spiritual master cannot succeed, 
since so many of them are actual- 
ly following false gurus. 

2) As part of achieving the 
above mission, SrTla Prabhupada 
wanted very much that his books 
were distributed. And, between 
1 966 and 1 977, as a result of SrTla 
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Srlla Prabhupada: diksa guru 
for all ISKCON members 


Prabhupada's books being distrib- 
uted, many persons became Srlla 
Prabhupada's disciples, and thus 
the mission of the spiritual master 
to convert such persons into pure 
devotees could proceed. However, 
today that mission has been sub- 
verted, with Srlla Prabhupada's 
books ironically being distribut- 
ed simply to "prepare" and recruit 
persons to be funnelled into the 
lap of cheaters who have usurped 
Srlla Prabhupada's position. 

3) BTP is therefore helping re- 
store Srlla Prabhupada's mission, 
so that the purpose of book dis- 
tribution — to bring all recipients 
to Srlla Prabhupada's lotus feet — 
is achieved. 

Thus, if one were actually con- 
cerned, both about Srlla Prabhu- 
pada's mission and book distribu- 
tion, one would actually want that 
BTP be distributed, not stopped. 

Serving in IRM 

"Dear devotees; 

I was initiated at New Vrnda- 
vana, West Virginia in 1984. At that 
time I was a University of Florida 
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student living and serving in the 
temple in Gainesville. I liked what 
you wrote in your magazines you 
sent me. In my heart I was always 
a disciple of Srlla Prabhupada. I 
pray your goals are supported 
and accomplished. Certainly you 
are pleasing Srlla Prabhupada. I 
would appreciate an opportunity 
to serve Srlla Prabhupada; that is 
why I devoted my life to his mis- 
sion. Will there be a service and fu- 
ture for me in your project? 

Your servant," 

- Sriprashanti Dasi, Ohio, USA 

Editor replies: 

Thank you very much for your 
good wishes. 

Our project is very specific 
and focussed. Hence, the servic- 
es that IRM devotees perform re- 
volve around reaching out to oth- 
er devotees currently inside and 
connected with ISKCON, and dis- 
tributing our literature to them. 
We believe in rescuing these dev- 
otees and bringing them "back 
to Prabhupada". We believe this 
is very important as no one else 
apart from us is doing this all over 
the world inside ISKCON. You are 
welcome to participate in this, but 
such a service is not for everyone, 
since it requires bravery and sac- 
rifice. 

Modern theories v. Vedic 
science 

"What do you think? Will it be 
possible to build a bridge from 
Prabhupada's teaching to mod- 
ern astronomy?" 

-Th. P. Schultz, Dresden, Germany 

Editor replies: 

I don't know if any "bridge" 
will be built, but it does not mat- 
ter as "scientific" theories are al- 
ways changing, but the Vedic 
teachings are not. In this connec- 
tion, Srlla Prabhupada wrote: 
"Regarding details of the 
universe, be satisfied by read- 
ing only Bhagavatam. What 
is the use of reading other 
books — you are not going there. 


Some portion of the earth is flat. 
When you stand in any place 
you see flat, so for us to some 
extent it appears flat, but it Is 
round. 

Simply keep faith that 
whatever we describe, that is 
a fact. After all, we are an in- 
significant creature in the uni- 
verse, so whether you take the 
modern scientists or Sukadeva 
Goswami, it is inconceivable. It 
is best to keep faith in Sukade- 
va Goswami, because actually 
our only business is to go back 
to home, back to Godhead. So 
whether Sukadeva Goswami or 
the modern scientists are right 
or wrong, it is nothing interest- 
ing to us. We want to go back to 
home, back to Godhead— yanti 
mad-yajino'pi mam ." [...] 

["Those who worship Me, will live 
with Me!'Bg., 9.25 -Ed.] 

P.S. Bharata-varsa in 5th 
Canto refers to the whole earth." 
(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 3/10/76) 

B TP EX CHANGE J 

Philosophy comer 

The following exchange took 
place with Mark Flatley, who is 
part of the Long Island temple in 
New York. Our responses are inter- 
spersed in blue between Mark's 
comments and questions: 

"I have just read BTP 43. It was 
very informative and inspiring. 
Your magazine helps me see the 
truth about what is going on in 
SrTla Prabhupada's movement — 
the most powerful one in the 
world. 

We are preparing a lecture 
about the July 9th order and ini- 
tiation in our temple (Long Island, 
New York). I have been using a lot 
of info in your magazine to pre- 
pare the lecture." 

I am glad that BTP is educat- 
ing you about the truth. 

"Also, I wondered if I could 
pose a request. I was listening 


to and reading along the text of 
a lecture by Prabhupada on the 
Gita titled: "Bg. 07-01 Ahmedabad 
1972-12-13 (December 13th 
1972) — Kanistha, Madhyama, Ut- 
tama". In this lecture, a man asks 
a very interesting question about 
gurus other than Prabhupada and 
our relationships in regards to 
them. It is a very powerful inter- 
action and Prabhupada's reaction 
was very interesting to me. How- 
ever, I am still not totally clear on 
what he meant. It almost sound- 
ed like what he was saying con- 
firmed the ISKCON position on 
gurus. I have prayed to Prabhu- 
pada about this and then had the 
thought to write to you for some 
clarity, as we are all family in this 
mission of Srlla Prabhupada. Any 
information or insight you have 
on this is greatly appreciated." 

The answer that SrTla Prabhu- 
pada gives in the lecture you are 
referring to, is as follows: 

"But if a Vaisnava, one who 
knows vlsnu-tattva, krsna-tatt - 
va, even if he's born in the fam- 
ily of sva-paca, the dog-eat- 
ers, candala, he can be accept- 
ed as guru. So the real test is 
whether the guru is a Vaisnava, 
whether he know the science of 
Krsna. That is also confirmed by 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu: 
kiba vipra, kiba nyasi, sudra 
kene naya 

yei krsna-tattva-vetta sei ' guru ' 
haya 

(Cc. Madhya, 8.1 28) 

"A... It doesn't matter what 
he is, whether he's a sannyasi or 
a grhastha or a brahmana or a 
su..., born in brahmana family 
or... It doesn't matter. Yei krsna - 
tattva. Anyone who knows* 
Krsna, he can become guru, not 
others. So that is the statement 
of the sastras ." 

(Srlla Prabhupada Lecture, 13/12/72) 

Here Srlla Prabhupada de- 
tails the qualification of a guru — 
that he who knows the science of 
Krsna, can become guru. 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Srila Prabhupada: 

No vacancy for any other 
diksa gurus in ISKCON 

However, from 1 966 onwards, 
Srila Prabhupada has been the 
diksa guru of ISKCON. Therefore, 
though Srila Prabhupada teach- 
es that one who knows the sci- 
ence of Krsna can become a 
guru, he himself is that diksa 
guru who knows the science of 
Krsna for ISKCON. And, before 
departing, Srila Prabhupada did 
not announce that he was giv- 
ing up his position as ISKCON's 
diksa guru and instead authoris- 
ing a successor or successors. And 
Srila Prabhupada teaches: 

"A devotee must have only 
one initiating spiritual master 
because in the scriptures ac- 
ceptance of more than one is al- 
ways forbidden 
(Cc., Adi-hla, 1 .35) 

Therefore, as it is forbidden 
to accept more than one diksa 
guru, and Srila Prabhupada es- 
tablished himself as ISKCON's sole 
diksa guru, current link and acarya, 
no one else can act as diksa guru 
within ISKCON. Hence, yes, one 
who knows the science of Krsna 
can become the diksa guru, but 
for ISKCON that exclusive diksa 
guru is already there for everyone 
in the form of Srila Prabhupada. 
Thus, there is no vacancy for any 
other diksa gurus in ISKCON. 


"One question that always 
comes up amongst devotees, 
even those that are not part of 
ISKCON, is that the rtvik system 
that Prabhupada had supposed- 
ly set up has never before been 
done in the history of our sam- 
pradaya or any one else's. That 
is, where the Acharya would be 
the only initiating guru for many 
years to come. Has there ever 
been a stretch of time in our 
sampradaya's history where a 
guru /acharya was not physical- 
ly present but accepted disciples 
through rtvik priests?" 

1) The issue of what has oc- 
curred historically would only be 
relevant if Srila Prabhupada had 
stated that everything he does 
will always be a copy of some- 
thing that has happened before 
in history. He has not. So this his- 
torical question has no bearing on 
the issue, and thus, does not even 
require to be answered. 

2) Rather, the only question 
that needs to be answered is this: 

Did Srila Prabhupada order 
such a system? 

If yes, we follow it. 

If not, then we do not. 

That's all. 


"Understood, thank you. 

Thank you for clearing this up. 
It is so simple when one has the 
right information to understand 
what Prabhupada wanted for the 
future of his movement. Thank 
you for your time and informa- 
tion on this extremely important 
subject matter." 

- Mark 

Following Srila 
Prabhupada's order 

The following exchange took 
place with Kalatuta Dasa, who is a 
devotee living at the ISKCON farm 
called "New Santipur" in Czarnow, 
Poland. Our answers are inter- 
spersed in blue, between Kalatuta 
Prabhu's statements below. 

"Hare Krishna! Magazine has 


come to New Santipur farm so I 
can read it." 

We are very happy to hear 
that you are allowed to read the 
magazine in New Santipur! In oth- 
er ISKCON centres this is not al- 
lowed. 

"I am not sure if I have under- 
stood your message ( BTP mag- 
azine) correctly. Do you mean 
now we should change Gaudlya 
or rather Vedic paradigm of tradi- 
tional guru succession based on 
living guru-living disciple relation 
into something what is in Christi- 
anity where there is no succession 
but everybody follows Jesus, so in 
ISKCON everybody should direct- 
ly follow only A.C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami?" 

1) BTP advocates that we fol- 
low the standard Gaudlya Vaisna- 
va paradigm of following the or- 
ders of the spiritual master: 

"The order of the spiritual 
master is the active principle in 
spiritual life. Anyone who diso- 
beys the order of the spiritual 
master immediately becomes 
useless" 

( Cc, Adi-hla, 12.10) 

These orders given by Srila 
Prabhupada are quoted exten- 
sively in Back To Prabhupada mag- 
azine. We are simply stating that 
they should be followed. 

2) That these orders from Srila 
Prabhupada require that in 
ISKCON "everybody should direct- 
ly follow only A.C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami", to use your phrase, is so 
obvious that even ISKCON's prom- 
inent GBC member and guru, His 
Holiness Bhakti Charu Swami, 
agrees: 

"Therefore, when people 
ask 'what do you mean by Srila 
Prabhupada's having the posi- 
tion of Founder- Acarya', my re- 
ply is, 'What Jesus is to Christi- 
anity and what Muhammed is to 
Islam, Srila Prabhupada should 
be that to ISKCON"'. 

(HH Bhakti Charu Swami, Day 3, Los 
Angeles, USA Seminar, 'Questions 


and Answers', published 11/6/00) 

However, he and the other 
leaders of ISKCON are unable to 
actually follow what they them- 
selves advocate, and therefore 
BTP simply reminds them to do so. 

"What about all other tens of 
statements of A.C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami who underlined validity of 
our sastras ? And sastras say about 
guru-sastra-sadhu rule. If you in- 
terpret words of guru regardless 
of this rule, the rule Srila Prabhu- 
pada was so behind, then you 
contradict yourself. You focus on 
one body of statements and ne- 
glect the other. And sastra doesn't 
support theory of only one "non 
living" guru. Is Prabhupada above 
the sastras? Did he ever say so? 
These are very important ques- 
tions which, it seems, you guys do 
not answer." 

Part of the guru-sastra-sadhu 
rule is this: 

"Guru means who follows 
the sastra and sadhu . So there 
are three, the same" 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 30/1 1 f 76 ) 

Thus, we already know that 
whatever Srila Prabhupada speaks 
is in line with sastra. Therefore, in 
order to know what sastra states, 
we just need to consult the guru, 
Srila Prabhupada, since his words 
will always be in line with sastra. 
And this is exactly what we do. We 
simply follow Srila Prabhupada's 
words, without change. It is signif- 
icant that you have been unable 
to state a single teaching of Srila 
Prabhupada that we are reject- 
ing. Therefore, by following Srila 
Prabhupada, we are automatically 
following, and in line with, sastra. 
Hence: 

We do not interpret the words 
of the guru in defiance of the gu- 
ru-sadhu-sastra rule; 

We do not neglect any state- 
ments of sastra ; 

We do not say that Srila 
Prabhupada is above sastra; 

We do not contradict our- 
selves. 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Devotees returning to Srlla 

Prabhupada's lotus feet 

You, however, have raised a 
whole series of irrelevant and 
false issues against us! 

Srila Prabhupada, our 
spiritual master 

"Hare Krishna! 

I am happy to receive BTP 
magazine regularly. I would like 
to know the truth and I am bhak- 
ta of Prabhupada. I worship him as 
my first guru" 

- Swapnil Jaiprakash Vernekar, Bel- 
gaum, India 

"I like SrTla Prabhupada." 

- Ravi Raigar, Ajmer, India 

"SrTla Prabhupada only should 
be the spiritual master. No one 
should come to his position be- 
cause no one in this material 
world is qualified to become guru." 

- Raghavendra R., Bangalore, India 

"ISKCONGBC has become a gu- 
ru-breeding centre. Despite IRM's 
concerted efforts to explain SrTla 
Prabhupada's position as the liv- 
ing guru, GBC has apparently 
failed to reconcile itself with the 
obvious truth. But how long can 
it afford to close its eyes to the ef- 
fulgent truth that an owl can only 
afford to ignore? Please carry on 
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the glorious task of convincing 
the ISKCON GBC about the fact 
that SrTla Prabhupada is the only 
diksa guru of ISKCON. You have 
left no stone unturned in your 
noble job but the guru-breeding 
center (GBC) is in no mood to ac- 
cept the fact that is as clear as day- 
light. However, you have succeed- 
ed marvellously in convincing 
many a devotee about its veracity." 

- Professor Prafulla C. Mishra, Aruna- 
chal Pradesh, India 

"Hare Krishna, Krishnakant 
Prabhul 

I am Olga. I live in Italy, but 
I am Russian. I am a devotee 
since about a year ago. Thanks 
to Krishna, I had consciousness 
to understand and accept SrTla 
Prabhupada as my Spiritual Teach- 
er. I want to thank you for the 
huge service you are making to 
all devotees. 

If there are some services that 
you want me to do, I will be hap- 
py to serve." 

- Olga Kozlova, Treviso, Italy 

"We are all disciples of His Di- 
vine Grace SrTla Prabhupada. 
We must work for reviving SrTla 
Prabhupada as a spiritual figure, 
since SrTla Prabhupada teaches 
that superior spiritual sources are 
to be accepted even in this mod- 
ern era as the spiritual master is 
represented by guru." 

- S. Gopala Krishna, Bangalore, India 

"More emphasis given to gu- 
rus — my guru, my guru — devo- 
tional service seed giving father 
Prabhupada, people are forget- 
ting. Watering down principles." 

- Subuddhi Devi Dasi, Toronto, Canada 

IRM/fiy APPRECIATION 

"I agree with what you guys are 
doing and I am inspired to preach 
a lot here from the point of Rt- 
vik which is about spreading the 
Krishna Consciousness movement 
authoritatively. In truth I would 
like to assist with a little bit of de- 
votional service to the IRM mis- 


sion now, to you guys and, actual- 
ly, I think I really want to leave the 
whimsical ISKCON. VERY GOOD! I 
am very proud of you guys!" 

- Nicolas Paris, Bogota, Colombia 

"Thank you for preserving SrTla 
Prabhupada's work. Hare Krsna!" 

- Kathleen G. Mavros, Ohio, USA 

"I have just received a copy of 
Back To Prabhupada from a friend 
and love the magazine!" 

- Hasmita Dewa, Gauteng, South Af- 
rica 

"I am very interested in all of 
your texts and writings. Please 
send whatever you can and I will 
try to "spread the word". I read 
your magazines with big interest. 
You are doing a great work! Hare 
Krishna!" 

- Henrik Larsson, Eskilstuna, Sweden 

"Thanking you for spreading 
the truth." 

- Anil Patro, Bellary, India 

"Hare Krishna, dear servants of 
Krishna. 

Today I received my first mag- 
azine of the real Hare Krishna 
movement and it's really stun- 
ning! Please, I need them all. Also 
the books you're sharing because 
I think this is necessary for advanc- 
ing through Krishna's holy path of 
truth and devotion. I knew some 
issues about these fake gurus but 
never thought devotees like you 
would be giving light on this sub- 
ject in order that everyone can 
approach SrTla Prabhupada's orig- 
inal message of Bhakti. Amazing! 
Please, please, the books and all 
the magazines will be taken seri- 
ously so don't hesitate in sending 
them all! I'll be forever grateful." 

- Michael Felipe Castaneda Rozo, Bo- 
gota, Colombia 

"Thank you for the BTP mag- 
azine. Really inspiring. Keep up 
the good work and fight to have 
ISKCON run as HDG ACB SrTla 
Prabhupada desired." 

- U. Ramlakan, Durban, South Africa 

"Hare Krsna, Prabhus. The ac- 
companying donation is my at- 
tempt to try and give something 


back for you sending me the mag- 
azine Back To Prabhupada. For 
which I am truly grateful— I thank 
you for keeping me 'in the loop'. 
Again, thank you." 

- Spencer Nikui, Essex, UK 

"Aloha and Hare Krishna. 

I was blessed to be introduced 
to BTP today and would like to be- 
gin receiving copies. Would you 
please send all back issues to 
date? 

Also, I would like to receive 
the book, The Final Order, please. 

I am a somewhat new devo- 
tee and bogus gurus is a hot topic 
here in Hilo. I am thankful to have 
come upon BTP. Great is Krishna's 
mercy. All glories to SrTla Prabhu- 
pada. 

I look forward to hearing from 
you." 

- Denise Fleury, Hawaii, USA 

"Very well done in spreading 
this information! I take my hat off 
to you for standing your ground 
for our beloved SrTla Prabhupada." 

- S. Singh, KwaZulu-Natal, South Af- 
rica 

"Hare Krishna! 

Dear Krishnakant Prabhu and 
IRM! Thank you very much for 
your invaluable work! 

Thank you for your dedication 
and heroism in the fight with the 
villains for the pure name of our 
teacher and the only one guru 
SrTla Prabhupada. 

All glories to SrTla Prabhu- 
pada! All glory to the IRM!" 

- Andrey Zadorozhnyuk, Krivoy Rog, 
Ukraine 

"You are doing nice work. 
Prabhupada and Krishna are al- 
ways happy with your work. I 
want to help you in this move- 
ment. All my life, I want to see my . 
spiritual master happy." 

- Narayan A. Gaonkar, Belgaum, India 

"I will forward your wonderful 
materials far and wide. Best wish- 
es for your success." 

- Lakshmi Narasimha Dasa, Califor- 
nia, USA 

"Just read your response to 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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MAD (Madhudvisa Dasa): 

['■'Madhudvisa is lying to you", 
mentioned in BTP 39. Which can 
be read online here: 
wwwJskconirm.com/lying - Ed.] 
MAD, of course, wants to be a 
"diksa" guru! You did a great job as 
always!" 

- Mahatma Dasa, Los Angeles, USA 

"Worldwide magazine launch- 
es revival of Hare Krishna Move- 
ment. I like this magazine very 
much. It changed my life fully." 

- V.K. Bhandari, Jalandhar, India 

"This book is very useful to us. I 
like to know about "ISKCON"" 

- V. Sasi Kumar, Thuckalay, India 

"Thank you for your efforts. 
You are appreciated now and at 
role-call. God bless you, please 
send all available books. Thank 
you for subscription. Hari Hori BoH" 

- S.N. Boutacoff, California, USA 

"Jaya Prabhupada! All glories 
to your seva\" 

- Doug Austin, California, USA 

"Ho re, Hare. Great service you 
are doing for His Divine Grace 
SrTla Prabhupada. Love and best 
wishes. Keep up this important 
service. Your servant," 

- Ramanath Dasa, Bochum, Germany 

"The BTP magazine was good 
to read." 

- Santosh B. Desai, Karnataka, India 

"There is no harm in having 
guru hoax ISKCON on the run! Get 
the real ISKCON re-established. 

Glorious articles, great BTP In- 
teractive. Very much appreciate 
that the truth is BEING REVEALED. 
Received TFO. Quite a unique 
achievement under inspiration of 
SrTla Prabhupada." 

- John Byrne, Cavan, Ireland 

"Many, many thanks for your 
magazine. Peace and love." 

- Mangal Anandi Saraswati, Bristol, UK 

"Many thanks for sending mag- 
azines. Please carry on the fantas- 
tic work you are doing!" 

- Ms. Suzy Jay, Worcester, UK 

"Thank you for your good ser- 
vice in keeping SrTla Prabhupada 
at the helm of Krsna Conscious- 


ness. All the best to you, Prabhu. 

Jai SrTla Prabhupada!" 

- Aidan Diaz, New York, USA 

"Please continue to send 
me information and thank you 
for your service. And thank you, 
Krishnakant, for being an inspi- 
ration. All glories to SrTla Prabhu- 
pada!" 

- Saanu Aino, Michigan, USA 

"All glories to SrTla Prabhupada! 
My name is Vladimir. Greetings. I 
am 38 years old and now I am in 
prison in Jelgava, Latvia. I've been 
a disciple of SrTla Prabhupada for 
about three years. 

I am trying to follow strictly 
all basic principles, rules and pre- 
cepts that SrTla Prabhupada tells 
us in his books: I eat correctly, I al- 
ways offer food to my altar, only 
prosddam. 

I wake up early (at 2 am), and 
chant Hare Krishna mantra until 
7-8 in the morning. I read what- 
ever SrTla Prabhupada's books I 
can get my hands on, and strict- 
ly follow all the fasts given on the 
Vaisnava calendar. 

I try to satisfy SrTla Prabhu- 
pada and Krishna. Sincerely this 
is the real target and meaning of 
my life. 

Seriously, no discussion, I ac- 
cept everything that SrTla Prabhu- 
pada says. Right at the beginning 
of my devotional service to the 
Lord, I understood that is essen- 
tial, at any price, to find shelter at 
the lotus feet of a guru, the real 
spiritual teacher. I had asked an 
ISKCON guru to be accepted as his 
disciple and asked for permission 
for chanting his Pranama-Mantra. 
SrTla Prabhupada says that when 
a disciple is ready, the teach- 
er comes. ..when we want to be 
cheated, here comes the cheater. 

I do not want to be cheated! 

How can I deal with every- 
thing, now that I know the truth 
about all these gurus? Those I 
placed so high while talking with 
other people. I told everyone 
about purity and innocence of 


our movement. Your help is of vi- 
tal importance! S.O.S.! Please an- 
swer my soul's scream, write me 
something! 

I really hope and would like to 
have the book The Final Order , be- 
cause you said that every "devo- 
tee" should read it! And I try, with 
all my willpower, to be a "devotee" 
of Krishna and SrTla Prabhupada! 

If it is possible, please also 
send me, by mail, Back to Prabhu- 
pada journal (first, second. ..eve- 
ry issued number). I do not have 
any other chances to get informa- 
tion, and they are important for 
me, just like air is, especially now- 
adays that I know the truth. 

With love and devotion for 
Krishna and SrTla Prabhupada, 

Truly Yours," 

- Vladimir Gimburg, Jelgava, Latvia 
(translated from Russian) 

"Hare Krishna, I received the 
holy Back To Prabhupada maga- 
zine. Thank you so much for hav- 
ing mercy on this hopeless soul. 

Jai SrTla Prabhupada! Jai Guru 
Gauranga! Jai SrT Radha Krishna 
Chandra!" 

- Jagadish Pothigachalam, Bangalore, 
India 

"I like this magazine very much. 
It changes my life. I chant 16 
rounds daily." 

- Kiran Bhandari, Jalandhar, India 

"Jaya SrTla Prabhupada! 

I received my Back To Prabhu- 
pada magazines. Nectar. Thank 
you very much. Thank God we 
have some honest and intelligent 
Vaisnavas. I now declare myself a 
Prabhupadanuga and I strongly 
believe in the rtvik process. Real 
fame and glory would be had by 
those sannyasis if they had initiat- 
ed on Prabhupada's behalf as rtvik. 
They're all nice devotees in Perth, 
just misinformed. But I will not as- 
sociate with them any more. 

Keep up the amazing work 
you are doing. Best wishes and 
Hare Krishna! Your friend," 

- Bhakta Bruce Hough, Bunbury, Aus- 
tralia 


"Krishnakant Prabhu, 

Love BTP. It's a shame how 
ISKCON has watered down 
Krishna Consciousness, even the 
children's books! Keep up the 
good work." 

- Bhaktilila Dasl, California, USA 

"Please send all important 
books to know the truth. I hate 
that which is fake. I am not going 
to any ISKCON temples, only on- 
line darshan because of so much 
bad things." 

- Rajashree Rao, Bangalore, India 

"Purity is Force." 

- Y. Sudhame, Udupi, India 

" BTP 39 was the debunking 
myths issue, from illness theory 
to tradition and dreams. Great to 
have all these covered in one is- 
sue. Thank you. As always it was 
informative, inspiring, and hu- 
morous." 

- Sean Redpath, Johannesburg, South 
Africa 

"Thank you for sending me the 
new issue of Back to Prabhupada 
magazine. It's a real blessing. 

Your writing is always backed 
up by reference to SrTla Prabhu- 
pada, who is the only solace in this 
material world. 

I sometimes hear from the 
(bogus) ISKCON camp: that we 
(. Prabhupadanugas ) should stop 
criticising fallen gurus because 
Yamaraja will judge them after 
death. So this is actually a cruel 
proposal. 

But by exposing them you are 
more merciful since they will get 
their punishment in this lifetime 
(by exposing them, their suffering 
is worse than death, BG. 2.34). 

In BTP 38, it was very inspiring 
what you write on the first page 
"Mislabelling or Maya", it goes right 
to the core of present ISKCON." 

- Sambhu Dasa, Emmaboda, Sweden 

Editor replies: 

We are only exposing them 
in order to help prevent them 
and their followers from taking a 
wrong path, rather than "punish" 
them! 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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The Institutionalisation of False Prestige 


T he Bhagavad-gita teaches that 
false prestige is a demoniac 
quality: 

"The demoniac, taking shel- 
ter of insatiable lust, pride and 
false prestige, and being thus 
illusioned, are always sworn to 
unclean work, attracted by the 
impermanent." 

(fig., 16.10) 

Thus, even the GBC demands 
that a person be free from false 
prestige in order to become one of 
their voted-in gurus: 

"4. Must be free from the fol- 
lowing undesirable qualities: 
[...] 

b. Pratistha, false prestige and 
personal ambition". 

(GBC Resolution 308, 2010, Manda- 
tory qualification for diksa guru ap- 
proval) 

However, as we shall now dem- 
onstrate, the GBC's guru system is 
actually based on the concept of 
false prestige. All emphases below 
are added. 

Conditioned gurus 

As we have copiously docu- 
mented, ISKCON's unauthorised 
guru successors are continual- 
ly facing spiritual problems. To ra- 
tionalise such errant behaviour, 
ISKCON guru and GBC member, 
HH Sivarama Swami ("SRS"), ex- 
plains that this is because the guru 
can be a conditioned soul, subject 
to karma, and an offender: 

"I think there are two cir- 
cumstances in which we do see 
spiritual masters getting affect- 
ed by accepting disciples. First, 
when the spiritual master is a 
conditioned soul he has his own 
anarthas to deal with, and those 
anarthas certainly don't dimin- 
ish his own spiritual practices, 
but they cloud them." 

(SRS Podcast, 4/4/14) 

"[...] when a spiritual mas- 
ter accepts a disciple he accepts 
the karma of the disciple. Now 
let's be clear about that, that the 
spiritual master doesn't accept 


100% of a disciple's karma . I got 
enough problems with my own 
karma, what to speak of 100% 
of the karma of say 500 initiated 
disciples. [...] But the guru does 
accept some karma!' 

(SRS Podcast, 4/4/14) 

"So when we are accepting 
other karma the clouds become 
thicker, the anarthas become 
more stirred up and agitated. 
And the overall effect is that it 
does influence the spiritual life 
of the guru. The effect appears 
to be that the spiritual life of the 
guru diminishes because he's 
faced now with so much more of 
a challenge in order to fully ben- 
efit from the devotional activi- 
ties that he performs." 

(SRS Podcast, 4/4/14) 

"(Niranjana) Maharaja also 
elaborated on this yesterday, 
when accepting a disciple actu- 
ally does diminish or even de- 
stroy your devotional creeper. 
And when is that? When the guru 
is an aparadhi . If he commits na- 
ma-aparadha then his spiritual 
creeper will be stunted." 

(SRS Podcast, 4/4/14) 

Pretend they are pure 

Thus, SRS has clearly explained 
that ISKCON gurus are very like- 
ly to be conditioned souls full of 
anarthas and karma. However, the 
system in ISKCON is that such gu- 
rus should always be treated as if 
they are pure devotees, regardless 
of their actual spiritual standing: 

"Once having accepted a 
spiritual master of course, one 
does not go around with the 
consciousness that my spiritual 
master is a kanistha-adhikari or 
a madhyam-adhikari , but rath- 
er as is being stated here, quot- 
ing Mahanidhi Swami, that the 
disciple thinks 'saksad-haritve- 
na samasta-sastrair ': the spir- 
itual master is as good as God. 
Whatever the actual spiritual ad- 
vancement of the spiritual mas- 
ter, but, for him to be worshiped 


as guru, guru means 'saksad-ha- 
ri\ He has to receive the same re- 
spect that one would give to the 
Supreme Lord. And of course be- 
cause the Supreme Lord is 'ut- 
tamasloka', therefore one would 
worship the spiritual master and 
deal with him in the same way as 
one would deal with a uttama- 
adhikari ." 

(SRS Podcast, 23/6/14) 

"When a junior guru, spirit- 
ually junior guru, is sincere and 
strictly follows his spiritual mas- 
ter, the predecessor Acaryas and 
Krsna, doesn't deviate from the 
path of devotional service, then 
a devotee should worship that 
person as the Supreme Lord". 
(SRS Podcast, 23/6/14) 

"[...] there may be so many 
other types of personality traits 
or even lack of realization that 
may be there within a spiritu- 
al master. But still saksad-hari. 
Still he has to be treated as good 
as God, otherwise the process 
doesn't work." 

(SRS Podcast, 11/1/09) 

False honour=False prestige 

Thus, SRS is clearly stating that 
ISKCON's guru system is based on: 

a) Falsely accepting that a per- 
son is an uttama-adhikari (topmost 
devotee), regardless of his actu- 
al spiritual level. Srila Prabhupada 
states that this is the definition of 
false prestige: 

"So these are the signs of 
false prestige. [...] The result is 
that I am accepting something 
which is false." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 31/1/69) 

b) Giving honour to personali- 
ties as though they are as good as 
the Supreme Lord, even though 
this is not their actual level of ad- 
vancement, i.e. they are accord- 
ed a false honour. And this must 
be done because otherwise the 
"process doesn't work". But Srila 
Prabhupada has not taught that 
someone who may even be a kan- 
istha-adhikari (neophyte) should 



be worshipped as good as God. 
Rather, he has stated that only 
those who are actually on the top- 
most level should be worshipped 
as being on the topmost level: 

" When one has attained the 
topmost position of maha-bha- 
gavata, he is to be accepted as 
a guru and worshiped exactly 
like Hari. the Personality of God- 
head. Only such a person is eligi- 
ble to occupy the post of a guru." 
(Cc., Madhya-lila, 24.330) 

Therefore, SRS is putting for- 
ward a false religious principle — 
that those who are not maha-bha- 
gavatas should be worshipped as 
if they are maha-bhagavatas — 
so that through artificial means a 
false honour is created for them. 
Srila Prabhupada states that such 
behaviour is characteristic of the 
demoniac, induced by false pres- 
tige: 

" Induced by pride and false 
prestige, they create some prin- 
ciples of religion which are not 
approved by the Vedic injunc- 
tions. Although such demoni- 
ac people are most abominable 
in the world, still, by artificial 
means, the world creates a false 
honor for them ." 

(fig., 16.10) 

Conclusion 

The ISKCON guru system has 
institutionalised a system whereby 
dozens of ISKCON gurus and their 
thousands of disciples combine to 
generate false prestige. The system 
is, therefore, actually demoniac in 
nature. 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Gum-Tattva Basics - 1 


ri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila, 
text 7.3 defines guru-tattvo as 
the "truth in understanding the 
spiritual master". One would ex- 
pect that those who claim to be 
guru successors to SrTla Prabhu- 
pada in ISKCON would at the very 
least be able to agree on the very 
basics of what it means to be guru. 
However, they do not! 

What? 

At the most basic level, one 
claiming to be a guru should at 
the very least be clear on what 
the word "guru" means or refers to. 
One GBC-elected guru, HH Bhak- 
ti Vikasa Swami ("BVKS"), claims 
that the word "guru" primarily re- 
fers automatically to a diksa guru 
(a guru who initiates): 

"However I do not under- 
stand why you consider the ‘yare 
dekho' verse to not substan- 
tiate that preachers of Krsna 
consciousness on the order of 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu should 
also initiate. After all, the com- 
mon understanding of the word 
'guru' is one who initiates." 
(BVKS, 19/2/13) 

However, his guru colleague 
and GBC member HH Sivarama 
Swami ("SRS") states the exact 
opposite. He states that identify- 
ing the word "guru" with one who 
initiates, i.e. a ''diksa guru", should 
actually be avoided, as such a 
course of action leads to "pitfalls": 

"And in this way devotees 
can avoid the pitfalls of identi- 
fying the word 'guru' with ‘diksa 
guru"'. 

(SRS, 6/12/12) 

How? 


qualification to accept the hon- 
our and affection [...] I'm not 
qualified, intrinsically, but qual- 
ified because I can point, 'here is 
Prabhupada, and follow his in- 
structions, and ask you to have 
faith in what Srila Prabhupada 
has given.'" 

(BVKS, " Vyasa-puja " Lecture, 5/1 /08) 

However, BVKS had also 
claimed that the vital part of func- 
tioning as a guru is bestowing 
transcendental knowledge upon 
the disciple: 

"Admittedly, as has often 
been said, the vital link in the 
guru-disciple relationship is not 
the act of sitting in a ceremony, 
but the bestowal and receiving 
of transcendental knowledge." 
(BVKS, 19/2/13) 

Yet, we just saw BVKS ad- 
mit that he is not performing this 
role, but rather SrTla Prabhupada 
is, with himself simply directing 
people to receive knowledge from 
SrTla Prabhupada. Thus, by BVKS's 
own definition, it would mean 
that he is not the diksa guru, but 
SrTla Prabhupada is. 

Thus, BVKS: 

a) First claims that he is the 
diksa guru because he asks people 
to receive transcendental knowl- 
edge from Srila Prabhupada. 

b) Then claims that the per- 
son who gives the transcendental 
knowledge, i.e. SrTla Prabhupada, 
is actually the diksa guru. 

Worship 

So, those claiming to be guru 
may not agree on what a guru is, 
or how and why one is a guru, 
but surely at least they know 
how such a person is to be wor- 
shipped? Again no luck, I am 
afraid. SRS first claims that it is 
worship of one's own GBC-sanc- 
tioned ISKCON diksa guru that 
should be performed during man- 
ga la-arati, followed by worship of 
SrTla Prabhupada as the"Founder- 
Acarya" during guru-puja : 

"[...] devotees ask that, and 


they're not particularly fixed 
in any meditation, I encour- 
age them to meditate on, dur- 
ing mangal-aratik, on diksa 
guru, and on guru-puja to med- 
itate on Srila Prabhupada as the 
Founder -Acarya!' 

(SRS, 8/1 /1 3, "Questions on worship 
of the spiritual master") 

This would mean, there- 
fore, that all of SRS's disciples 
would worship SRS as their diksa 
guru during mahgala-arati, but 
then switch to worshipping SrTla 
Prabhupada during guru-puja as 
the "Founder -Acarya". 

However, SRS had earlier said 
that it is the diksa guru who is 
worshipped during guru-puja: 

"[...] those purificatory ac- 
tivities by which Krsna accepts 
someone as His very own within 
His family, that is called diksa . 
And then in further detail, what 
does that mean? It means divy- 
arh jhanarh yato dadyat kuryat 
papasya sahksayam, that... that 
divya-jhana, or that, one has the 
transcendental knowledge; just 
like we sing every day, divya- 
jhana hrde prokasito *. Transcen- 
dental knowledge by which ig- 
norance is destroyed, because 
that's the real sum and sub- 
stance of what purification is 
about." 

(SRS Podcast, "Scotland Initiations", 
9/1/08) 

*SRS refers here to a verse that is 
sung every day during guru-puja to 
Srila Prabhupada. 

This would mean that: 

1) SrTla Prabhupada is actual- 
ly worshipped as one's diksa guru 
during guru-puja. 

2) Or that, rather than SrTla 
Prabhupada being worshipped 
as the "Founder -Acarya" or diksa 
guru during guru-puja , one's GBC- 
sanctioned ISKCON diksa guru, 
such as SRS, is worshipped during 
guru-puja. 

3) Or, if we stick with the an- 
swer that SRS gave in 2013 that 
we first quoted, then SrTla Prabhu- 


pada is worshipped during guru- 
puja, not as one's diksa guru, but 
as the "Founder -Acarya", since 
one has already worshipped one's 
GBC-sanctioned ISKCON diksa 
guru earlier in the morning dur- 
ing mahgala-arati. 

All 3 contradictory answers 
are possible according to SRS's 
own statements because clearly 
he does not have a clue himself 
regarding what should be done! 

Who? 

We have seen that those who 
claim to be SrTla Prabhupada's guru 
successors are unable to agree on 
even the very ABCs of acting as a 
guru. Surely they can at least agree 
on who can claim to be a guru suc- 
cessor to SrTla Prabhupada? How- 
ever, even here they are unable 
to agree on whether 50% of the 
population, females, can be dik- 
sa gurus. Thus, while the GBC has 
decreed that females can be dik- 
sa gurus, there is a faction of GBC 
members and gurus that open- 
ly disagrees with the GBC s posi- 
tion, and the GBC does not have 
the confidence to declare this op- 
posing faction as being philosoph- 
ically deviant. Instead, the debate 
between these two factions con- 
tinues to rage on, with the GBC 
still not having authorised a single 
female diksa guru, even though it 
gave permission for female diksa 
gurus some time ago. Of course, 
the fact that for ISKCON, no guru 
successors, male or female, are ei- 
ther authorised or necessary, since 
SrTla Prabhupada is ISKCON's per- 
manent current link, diksa guru 
and acarya — thus making this de- 
bate irrelevant — is another matter 
entirely! 

Conclusion 

Hence, although they claim to 
be "as good as God", the gurus in 
ISKCON cannot even answer ba- 
sic guru-tattva questions regard- 
ing who they are, and what they 
should be doing. 


Surely one who is claiming to 
be a guru at least knows how and 
why he is a guru? BVKS claimed 
that he is a diksa guru simply be- 
cause he asks others to receive 
transcendental knowledge from 
SrTla Prabhupada: 

"My Vyasa-puja [...] So you 
may think, well, what is my 
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I n the previous article we saw 
that even the basics regarding 
guru-tattva elude the very per- 
sons who should know — those 
claiming to act as SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's diksa guru successors. One 
of the newest persons to join this 
club is Mahatma Dasa ("MAD"), 
who became a GBC-elected guru 
only last year. Again, we shall 
show that before deciding to an- 
nounce to the world that he is 
now a bona fide guru successor to 
SrTla Prabhupada, he should have 
acquainted himself with some of 
SrTla Prabhupada's basic teach- 
ings about gurus and diksa — i.e. 
the very field he is now claiming 
to represent! All the statements 
below in shaded boxes are taken 
from MAD's website. 

I don't know what diksa is 

"Diksa is a one time event, where- 
as siksa continues throughout the 
life of the relationship." 

But SrTla Prabhupada does not 
state anywhere that diksa is a one- 
time event. Rather, he states it is 
a process that continues until one 
becomes free from all reactions 
caused by sinful activity: 

" Diksa is the process by 
which one can awaken his tran- 
scendental knowledge and van- 
quish all reactions caused by 
sinful activity. A person expert 
in the study of the revealed 
scriptures knows this process as 
diksa." 

(Cc., Madhya-lila, 1 5.1 08) 

Thus, before proclaiming that 
he is now ready to offer diksa to 
everyone in ISKCON, MAD should 
at least bother to find out what 
diksa is! 

I don't know how to 
become guru 

"I [...] joined Iskcon in 1969 [...] 
In 2012 I became inspired to take 
up the service of accepting disci- 
ples and was approved to initiate 
in April of 2013." 


Gum-Tattva Basics - 2 


Here, neither does MAD pro- 
duce the order he received from 
SrTla Prabhupada asking him to 
take disciples, nor does he claim 
SrTla Prabhupada asked him to 
do this. Rather, 35 years after SrTla 
Prabhupada's physical departure, 
he became "inspired" to take dis- 
ciples, and then only did so when 
he was "approved" by the GBC 
body. Yet approval by a manage- 
rial body is not what is required 
in order to initiate disciples, since 
SrTla Prabhupada did not authorise 
the GBC to authorise successor gu- 
rus. The GBC was authorised only 
to manage what already existed 
in ISKCON (see definition of GBC, 
Resolution 1, GBC Meetings 1975), 
not create new systems. And when 
SrTla Prabhupada departed, what 
existed was himself as the diksa 
guru, with no other diksa gurus. 

Rather, an order from the spir- 
itual master is what is required to 
become a successor diksa guru: 

"A guru can become guru 
when he's ordered by his guru. 
That's all. Otherwise nobody 
can become guru." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 28/10/75) 
Thus, before proclaiming 
that he is a bona fide guru, MAD 
should find out how such a bona 
fide guru is authorised, and hon- 
estly admit that he has not re- 
ceived such authorisation from 
SrTla Prabhupada. 

I don't know how a guru 
is worshipped 

"In our temples we daily chant the 
Guruvastaka prayers to the spirit- 
ual master [prayers sung during 
Manga! Arati - Ed.]. We meditate 
on Prabhupada in that song. Does 
this song not also describe other 
ISKCON spiritual masters? [...] and 
if one's spiritual master doesn't fit 
all the descriptions of this song, 
one should think that his spiritual 
master is aspiring to achieve what 
the song describes (ecstatic symp- 
toms, assisting in Radha and Krsna 
lila, total absorption in Krsna, etc.)." 


But SrTla Prabhupada states 
that only the spiritual mas- 
ter who actually has the quali- 
ties described in the song is wor- 
shipped by the song — not one 
who "doesn't fit" these qualities or 
is "aspiring to achieve" them: 

"Just like we sung this Gur- 
vastaka. Gurvastaka, vande gu- 
roh sri-caranaravindam. Vande 
guroh sri-caranaravindam. You 
can say simply "I offer my re- 
spectful obeisances to my spir- 
itual master." No. You must de- 
scribe his activities. What is the 
activity of spiritual master? 
sarhsara-davanala-lidha-loka- 
tranaya karunya-ghanaghanat- 
vam 

praptasya kalyana-gunarnavasya 
vande guroh sri-caranaravindam 
This is describing the qual- 
ity. Otherwise, everyone will 
become spiritual master. That 
quality, the activity will support 
the bona fide spiritual master." 
(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 10/8/71) 
Thus, before putting himself 
forward to be worshipped as a 
bona fide diksa guru, MAD should 
at least find out how such worship 
is actually supposed to be con- 
ducted, instead of just speculat- 
ing and making the procedure up. 

I don't know how to 
associate with guru 

"But often, contact with a guru 
who is physically present is vital 
to a devotee's spiritual growth, 
and helpful in taking further shel- 
ter of SrTla Prabhupada." 

But SrTla Prabhupada has nev- 
er taught that contact with a phys- 
ically present guru is "vital" to a 
devotee's spiritual growth. Rath- 
er, he says that physical presence 
is not important: 

"Physical presence is not im- 
portant." 

(Room Conversation, 6/10/77) 

"Physical presence is imma- 
terial; presence of the transcen- 
dental sound received from the 



Srila Prabhupada as guru 
ends all guru hoax confusion 


spiritual master should be the 
guidance of life. That will make 
our spiritual life successful. If 
you feel very strongly about my 
absence you may place my pic- 
tures on my sitting places and 
this will be source of inspiration 
for you." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 19/1/67) 

"So we should associate by 
the vibration, and not by the 
physical presence. That is real 
association." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 18/8/68) 

Thus, before claiming that 
physical contact with a guru is "vi- 
tal", MAD should actually find out 
what sort of contact with the guru 
is important. 

Conclusion 

We have already exhaustive- 
ly demonstrated previously that 
those who claim to be guru suc- 
cessors to SrTla Prabhupada are 
not authorised to act in such a ca- 
pacity, and therefore are actually 
operating a guru hoax. This article 
and the previous one support this 
conclusion by demonstrating that 

these guru successors are unable 

• - 

to provide even the most basic 
information regarding their guru 
system. This inability proves that 
they are indeed operating a hoax 
that has just been made up, rather 
than following a system that was 
actually given to them by SrTla 
Prabhupada. 
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KNOW THE TRUTH 


HH Bhakti Vikasa Swami, ISKCON guru 


I n the last issue we highlighted the insane reasoning underlying a resolution passed by the Governing Body Commission ("GBC") of ISKCON 
(please see "The Insanity of the PAD Disease"). The GBC declares itself to be "the highest ecclesiastical and managing authority of the Internation- 
al Society for Krishna Consciousness" ( GBC Resolutions, 1998). However, as we have documented repeatedly, it misuses this position to put forward 
teachings that bear no resemblance to SrTla Prabhupada's teachings, hoping that: 

a) Most devotees will not even bother to read the GBC's resolutions and position papers, but instead will simply blindly swallow whatever the 
"authorities" say. Indeed, it appears as if the IRM are the only ones who actually scrutinise the GBC's statements! 

b) Even if devotees do bother to read, they will not in any case be able to judge the validity of the GBC's statements. 

In this way, the GBC is able to spout any nonsense it likes, and thereby guide ISKCON to take any deviant direction it decrees. For example, the GBC 
passed the following resolution at this year's meetings: 

"Whereas the GBC, per Srila Prabhupada's mandate, must retain an essential level of oversight over all individual leaders of ISKCON, 
including diksa-gurus ". 

(GBC Resolution 318, Part B, 2014) 

It claims that "SrTla Prabhupada's mandate" is that the GBC should have an "essential level of oversight" over "diksa gurus". 

1) However, SrTla Prabhupada has never issued any such mandate whereby he states that the GBC shall have an "essential level of oversight" 
over"d/7csd gurus". The GBC has just fabricated this mandate out of thin air. Otherwise, it could easily have quoted the said mandate as an explana- 
tion for the resolution. But it is difficult to produce something that does not exist! 

2) Rather, SrTla Prabhupada stated only that the GBC would be overseeing the officers of each temple, with the GBC actually being subordinate 
to ISKCON's diksa guru, SrTla Prabhupada: 

"So you can write him — note down — that "We are managing our Krsna consciousness movement by GBC. We have got about twen- 
ty GBC's for looking after the whole world affair, and above the GBC, I am there, and under the GBC's there are presidents, treasurers, 
secretaries in each and every center. So the president is responsible to the GBC. GBC is responsible to me. In this way we are managing." 
(Room Conversation, 28/6/76) 

3) In fact, such a mandate could not exist since the diksa guru cannot be subject to oversight by anyone: 

"It is also an offense to consider an empowered Vaisnava an object of disciplinary action. It is offensive to try to give him advice or to 
correct him. One can distinguish between a neophyte Vaisnava and an advanced Vaisnava by their activities. The advanced Vaisnava is 
always situated as the spiritual master, and the neophyte is always considered his disciple. The spiritual master must not be subjected to 
the advice of a disciple, nor should a spiritual master be obliged to take instructions from those who are not his disciples. This is the sum 
and substance of Srila Rupa Gosvami's advice in the sixth verse." 

(The Nectar of Instruction, Text 6) 

This teaching is so essential that SrTla Prabhupada declares it to be "the sum and substance of SrTla Rupa GosvamT's advice in the sixth verse". 


Therefore, in conclusion: 


SrTla Prabhupada did not issue a mandate for the GBC to have "oversight" over "diksa gurus"; 

SrTla Prabhupada taught that the GBC's mandate was actually something else; 

SrTla Prabhupada taught that a mandate for the GBC to oversee diksa gurus would actually be contrary to his teachings. 


Indeed, the absence of such a "diksa guru" GBC mandate is further evidence that Srila Prabhupada did not authorise any successor “diksa gurus" 
over which the GBC would need to have "oversight"! 


n W omfi 


"The Final Order by Krishnakant Desai has 
been perhaps the most influential post-1977 
publication in the Vaisnava world." 
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